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President Carlos Roberto Reina began his term in January 1994 proclaiming a "moral revolution"
that would root out official corruption, starting with an investigation of his predecessor Rafael
Callejas (1990-1994). In recent months, allegations and official charges of wrongdoing have been
brought against officials of the Callejas regime as well as the current defense minster and the mayor
of the capital city. Now, however, the moral revolution seems in jeopardy after Reina dismissed,
then later reinstated, his anti- corruption commission (Comision de Prevencion y Lucha contra la
Corrupcion, COPRELCO). In addition, the judicial system has proven itself slow to convict any high
officials.
Reina set up the commission in March 1994 with a four-year mandate to end official corruption.
Last November, the attorney general filed charges of abuse of authority and misuse of public funds
against ex- president Callejas and several of his former cabinet ministers. The specific charges
included selling public property to a private company for below-market prices and selling quick
Honduran citizenship to Chinese nationals for US$25,000 to attract foreign investors to the country
(see NotiSur, 12/16/94).
In his defense, Callejas produced a letter later discovered to be a forgery purporting to prove
collusion within the Reina administration to attack him politically through unfounded allegations of
corruption. A second set of charges was then filed against Callejas in December for falsifying public
documents. Callejas's lawyer, Manuel de Jesus Castillo, was jailed for preparing the fake letter (see
Notisur, 02/03/95). However, the anti-corruption campaign began to come apart on March 8, when
Reina abruptly ordered COPRELCO to shut down, explaining that it had "fulfilled its mission." Any
"unfinished" anti-corruption business was to be turned over to an anti-crime commission (Comision
Ad Hoc para la Prevencion y Lucha contra la Violencia).
Nevertheless, the head of the anti-crime commission, Archbishop Oscar Andres Rodriguez,
weakened Reina's argument that the commission would carry on the work of COPRELCO, saying
the anti-crime panel did not have any authority to investigate corruption. In addition, the Bishop of
Santa Rosa de Copan, Luis Santos, said that Reina's "moral revolution" was "rhetorical" and that
it left official impunity intact. Opposition deputies in the legislature and critics immediately took
up accusations made by COPRELCO chairman Leonardo Godoy, a member of Reina's governing
Partido Liberal (PL) and the administration's representative on the commission. Godoy suggested
that the president had made some sort of a deal with Callejas's party, the Partido Nacional (PN).
With the demise of COPRELCO, said another member of the commission Hernan Medina, the
"moral revolution has been buried."
Godoy's vague charges of a secret political deal were spelled out in the March 13 edition of the daily
newspaper La Prensa, which speculated that shutting down COPRELCO and its investigation of the
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Callejas presidency was the price Reina paid to get PN support in the legislature for his bill to end
compulsory military service. The bill passed in April with PN support (see NotiSur, 03/24/95 and
04/21/95). Another former member of COPRELCO, Antonio Rodriguez, suggested that the sudden
death of COPRELCO came just as the anti-corruption inquiries had touched Reina's own family.
He pointed out that when COPRELCO was forced to halt operations it was investigating Reina's
nephew for possible involvement in a scheme to bilk the government in a public works project
during Callejas's administration.
Apparently bending to public pressure, Reina said on March 23 that the investigation of Callejas
would continue. "In Honduras, we are never going to retreat in the moral revolution," he said.
"There has been no deal of any kind, and if [COPRELCO] has to investigate my relatives...we will
reinstate it." Nevertheless, there was no immediate move by the president to put COPRELCO back
to work. The sputtering anti-corruption campaign has started a national discussion of the corruption
issue. Several administration officials have joined the debate, publicly discussing the corruption
issue in a way that seems to put the problem well beyond the work of a single commission.
Government advisor Enrique Ortez said corruption is "an endemic disease" in Honduras, which
would require "a very large collective effort" to eradicate. And, Economy Minister Delmer Panting
said combatting corruption is "the job of the entire national community." But chief prosecutor
Edmundo Orellana said he "was convinced that nobody was going to be sent to prison" for
corruption. Orellana's remark came a week after the Court of Appeals on April 25 threw out the
criminal charges brought against Callejas and members of his cabinet for abuse of authority and
misuse of public funds. The decision has yet to be reviewed by the Supreme Court.
Meanwhile, Callejas remains free under immunity granted him as a member of the Central
American Parliament. On May 15, Reina finally capitulated to his critics. COPRELCO, he said, had
seven "well-documented" cases of corruption and it would be reinstated immediately. Meanwhile,
accusations of corruption hit hard at Reina's own party when the PL Mayor of Tegucigalpa, Oscar
Roberto Acosta, was charged with abuse of authority and appropriating US$180,000 of public money
for his own use. Acosta was briefly jailed but released on April 26 for lack of evidence. In yet another
case touching the governing party, Reina's Foreign Minister Ernesto Paz resigned on April 24, when
evidence came to light that his sister was selling passports and visas for travel to the US. (Sources:
Associated Press, 04/28/95; Reuter, 04/21/95, 04/24/95, 04/25/95, 04/26/95, 04/28/95, 05/02/95; Notimex,
01/22/95, 02/01/95, 03/12/95, 03/23/95, 05/05/95, 05/09/95; Agence France-Presse, 03/13/95, 03/23/95,
05/15/95)
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